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or sound in the physical world, radiate out in all directions^
becoming less powerful as they go farther away from
their source.  The thought-radiations affect not only
the sea of the surrounding mental matter, but also other
mental bodies moving in it. The vibrations of a note
struck on a piano are carried through the air and set
the corresponding note sounding on another piano tuned
exactly to the same pitch. Similarly, a thought-vibration
in a mental body being conveyed through mental matter
tends to reproduce itself in another mental body, i €.,
produces in the other mental body thought of the same
type as that in the mind of the thinker who sent forth the
vibration; in other words, thought may be said to be
(infectious'.
The strength of the radiation is poured out chiefly
upon one of the four levels of the lower mental world ?
but a man's thoughts, being centred mostly round himself,
are undulations of the lowest subdivision of the mental
world, while owing to bis mental body being still
undeveloped, the higher portions of that body are yet
quite dormant.
The distance covered by such a wave and the force
and persistence with which it impinges upon the mental
bodies of others depend on the strength and clearness of
the original thought, the thinker being in the same
position as a speaker who sets in motion waves of sound
in air radiating in all directions and carrying his message^
the distance to which his voice can penetrate depending
upon the strength and clearness of its enunciation. Thus
a strong thought will carry much farther than a weak or
undecided one, but clearness and distinctness are of
more importance even than strength. Again, like a voice
falling upon heedless ears a strong wave of thought may

